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THE SECRETARY OF W A_R, 
.A.CCOMP ANYING 
A memorial from citizens of Wrangel, Alaska, asking for the establishment 
of courts of justice in that Territory. 
JANUARY 12, 1877.-0rdered to lie on the table and be printed. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
January 9, 1877. 
The Secretary of War bas the honor to transmit to the United States 
Senate a memorial from citizens of Wrangel, Alaska, received through 
the military commander of the Department of the Columbia, asking for 
the establishment of courts of justice in Alaska. 
J. D. CAMERON, 
Secretary of War. 
FORT WR.ANGEL, .ALASKA, 
November 8, 1876. 
SIR: I beg to inclose memorial to the United States Congress, and 
respectfully ask that it may be sent through military channel at your 
earliest convenience. 
I beg to remain, your obedient servant, 
JOHN M. VANDERBILT. 
Capt. E. A. BANCROFT, U.S. A., 
Commanding, Fort W rangel. 
[First indorsement. J 
HEADQUARTERS, FORT WR.ANGEL, ALASKA, 
November 8, 1876. 
Respectfully forwarded to general commanding Department of Col um• 
bia, recommending inclosed memorial to the favorable consideration of 
the authorities, in view of the manifest necessity for and the manifold 
advantages certain to accrue to this community from a certain and 
reliable dispensation of justice in compliance with civil law. 
_ E. A. BANCROFT, 
Captain Fourth Artillery, Commanding Post. 
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[ Second indorsement.] 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA, 
Portland, Oregon, December 4, 1876. 
Respectfully forwarded to the assistant ~dj~tant-ge_neral, Military 
Division of the Pacific, approved, and concurrmg m the views expressed 
in the foregoing indorsement. 
0. O. HOW ARD, 
Brigadier-General, Commanding. 
[ Third indorsement.] 
JUDGE-ADVOCATE'S OFFICE, 
MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC, 
AND DEPARTMENT COLUMBIA. 
Respectfully returned to adjuta11t-general of division. 
Additional legislation by Congress being necessary to carry into effect 
the wishes of the petitioners whose names appear on the accompany-
ing petition, for the establishment ·of courts at Fort Wrangel, Alaska, I 
respectfully recommend that the papers be forwarded as requested. 
H. P. CURTIS, 
SAN FRANCISCO, December 12, 1876. 
Judge-Advocate, U.S. A.. 
[Fourth indorsement. J 
HEADQUARTERS DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC, 
December 29, l& 6. 
Respectfully forwarded. 
IRVIN McDOWELL, 
Major-General Commanding Division of the Pacific. 
[Fifth indorsement.J 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, -· ,. • 
Washington, January 4,· ~77. ,...., 
Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 
W. T. SHERMAN. 
General. 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States: 
The memorial of the undersigned, citizens of California, Oregon, 
Washington Territory, Alaska Territory, British Columbia, and other 
parts of the Pacific coast, now stationed at Fort Wrangel, Alaska Ter-
ritory, respectfully shows: 
1. That Fort Wrangel, Alaska Territory, is situate npon an island at 
the mouth of the Stickeen River, which river bas for the last three years 
been navigated by British steamboats, and is the only accessible means 
of communication with an extensive gold-mining region in British.~Co-
lambia, known as " Ca iar." 
2. Tbat in con equ nee of the rush of miners to Cassiar, Fort Wrangel 
ba becom , and no i , a place of consid rable trade and commerce, the 
ri r- t amboat all clearing from Fort Wrangel for Cassiar, and being 
the t rmiuu of oc an na igation, so far as the mines are concerned. 
3. The mining p pulation of Uas iar, during the season ofl876, is esti-
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mated at two thousand, exclusive of Indians, being an increase upon 
each of the two prf'vious seasons; and there is every reason for believ-
ing that the year 1877 will see as large a mining population in Cassiar 
as the year 1876, and that the camp will be a steady one for s:e~rs. 
4. That during the winter season nea~ly the wh~le of the mmrng P?P· 
ulation leave the mines for their respective homes m the States, British 
Columbia, and elsewhere, returning to the mines in the spring; and 
thus Fort Wrangel in the spring and fall has a continuous passing pop-
ulation of miners, who are compelled to pass through Fort Wrangel, 
and such passiug population is frequently detained . at Fort Wrangel 
awaiting ocean-steamers. . . 
5. That there are four river-steamers constantly plymg durmg the 
summer between Fort Wrangel and Cassiar, and there are five ocean 
steam-vessels constantly plying between Portland and Fort Wrangel 
and Victoria and Fort Wraugel. 
6. The fixed population of Fort Wrangel is about 800, i. e., 300 whites 
and 500 Indians, independently of which a large foreign Indian trade 
is continually kept up; from 500 to 700 foreign Indians constantly visiting 
Fort Wril,ngel for the purpose of trading and proceeding to the mines, 
many of whom remain at and about Fort Wrangel <luring the summer. 
7. The receipts of merchants and others at Fort Wrangel during the 
year are estimated at $250,000, and the receipts of ocean-going vessels, 
by reason of Fort Wrangel tra.de, at $100,000 annually. 
8. The estimated i;ost of private improvements at Fort Wrangel dur-
ing the last three years, is $75,000. 
9. Goods and provisions to the extent of 1,200 tons annually, for use 
and consumption in Cassiar, pass in transit through Fort Wrangel, and 
are bonded there. 
10. The amount of goods imported into Wrangel for sale and home 
consumption is e timated at 1,500 tons annually. 
11. Exte11sive credits are necessarily given by the merchants of Fort 
Wrangel to the merchants and miners of Cassiar and to the other mer-
chants and the inhabitants of Fort Wraugel, and large deposits of gold-
dust are from time to time made, by miners and others passing through 
Fort Wrang J, with the merchants and resiclents of that place, and it is 
estimated that at time. as much as $500,000 is so placed on deposit. 
12. Ala ka Territory, including Fort Wrangel, is under military rule, 
but at pr ent no 1 gal t1ibunal exists, either civil or criminal, although 
civil di put and controver ies are arising daily, and the want of such 
· a tribunal i keenl felt. · 
13. uch want o'f law creates much dissatisfaction, and is calculated 
to lead to oppr ' ion, au<llto induce unscrupulous an<l. dishonest persons 
to do or omit doing what the law would restrain them from or compel 
them to do, and i al o calculated to tempt those who conceive that 
they have grievances to take the law into their own hands and convert 
might into right. 
14. ln ca e of a criminal character, the delinquents cannot be brought 
to justice without being sent to Portland, a distance of 1,000 miles, and 
thus, in cases <?f minor offense~, the par~y accused must go unscathed, 
or, whether gmlty or not, receive a pumshment exceeding the offense 
charged against him. 
15. Your memorialists respectfully submit that in the absence of judi-
cial authority there is a complete failure of justice in Alaska Territory. 
16. ~our memorialists f'~rther submit that the military rule is highly 
con_d~mve to the_preservat10n of order, and in granting relief under this 
pet1t10n would wish that the present rule be in no way changed, as the 
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presence of a military staff prevents disorder and bloodshed, which too 
frequently occur in places where military government is wanting and a 
police torce is necessarily small. 
Your petitioners therefore pray-
That a tribunal may be constituted for the purpose of adjudicating 
upon and enforcing rights, civil and criminal, either by extending to 
Alaska Territory the jurisdiction of the courts of ·wasbington Territory, 
and causing circuit courts to be held in Alaska at stated periods, or by 
constituting a court of separate and original jurisdiction for Alaska 
Territory; 
That two or more justices of the peace may be appointed for the Ter-
ritory, with jurisdiction in civil causes to the extent of $500; 
That there may be allowed to practice as advocates in such court of 
extended jurisdiction, or in such court of separate jurisdiction and be-
fore a justice of the peace, any person being an attorney of any .. of the 
supreme courts in the United States, or a barrister or attorney of the 
supreme court of British Columbia; 
That proper regulations for the practice and procedure of any such 
court, or l;>efore a justice of the peace, may be made and passed, and 
that such further matters may be done as the premises require. 
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will every pray, &c. 
John M. Vanderbilt. 
Henry E. Cutter. 
M. C. Ireland. 
J. W. Waydelich. 
A. H. Dennis. 
W. K. Sior. 
















George Living ton. 
Charles H. Hall. 
A. S. White. 
John O'Donnell. 
John H. McCormick. 
R. W. Colvin. 
I. Frohman. 
J. at on. 
R.R. lark. 
T. J. t phens. 
R. Tennant. 





Vivian Georg·e Brodie. 
Robert Stevenson. 
W. Humphrey. 
L. W. Gifford. 









M. S. Richards. 
H. Kemrostan. 
Reuben Albertstone. 
E. E. Stark. 
James C. Fox. 
Bernheim & Mans. 
Henry Gerke. 
James C. Parker. 
J. 0. Dennis. 
John Alleu. 
A. Mclnnes. 
T. F. McIntyre. 
A. D. Fraser. 
J. Juueon. 
George Davison. 
W. W. Ru sell . 
M. Powers. 
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C. B. Panel. 
A. Martin. 




G. W. Ramsey. 






J. S. Brown. 
Ed ward Donehue. 
Thomas Russell. 
George H. Fox. 
John J. White. 
Wm. A. Simmons. 





Ed ward Francis. 
Walter T. Dunson. 











J. A. Gardner. 
Oscar B. Coopm 
A. 0. Old. 




Ed win J enkinz. 
Charles Mc Vitter. 
Robert Kent. 
Thomas J. McOully. 
Thader Renley. 
W. H. Bennett. 
James Stevens. 
Thomas O'Conno ... ~ 
William Smith. 
G. Fitzstubbs. 






Clarence S. Doan. 
E. P. Hess. 
Albert Herman. 





H. B. Colfax. 
S. P. Maclyn. 
W.R. Hull. 
E. W. Boville. 
And many others. 
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